“I have been in lovewith the Basque country sincemy childhood.”
Alain Ducasse

Thisisastory of loveat first sight: Alain Ducasseand the Basque country.

Bidarray, only afew kilometersfrom Biarritz,iswhereacountryinn perched just abovethevillage,
opened on June 15" 2004 in the Ostapé estate. It is also the story of two people in love with the
region: Alain Ducasse, in charge of management, and Catherine Péré-Vergé, theinn’sowner.

Ostapé—a moment of pure bliss. In the front, an ocean of
rolling hills accented by soaring mountains. A huge, emerald wave bathed in the sun, and sprinkled with a
few terra-cottaroofs and some Basque sheep. The background: arocky cliff in hues and shades of purple.
Thisisthesettingin which the 45 hectares of Ostapé unfolds.

H ere, the welcomeisin keeping with the time-honoured Basque

generosity. Theinn ismadeup of 5 villas, anong which amagnificent 18"-century house, built in the
traditional style of the Navarre region with white-washed fagcades, and crimson shutters. All of the
homes express the region’s style and traditions thanks to the know-how of local craftsmen, who
restored and extended them for added warmth and comfort.




| nterior desi gner Tonia Peyrot, who also decorated La Bastide de Moustiers, another de luxe Alain Ducasse

residence in Moustiers-Sainte-Marie in the Alpes de Haute Provence, has taken the 12 rooms opening this
year and given each itsown expression, conveyingtherichnessand rarity of the surrounding landscapes.

Ostapé is also a delight for a gourmet’s paate, highlighting the region’s aromas and

accents. Head Chef Alain Souliac has skilfully blended both ocean and mountain flavors
into an authentic cuisine, using only regional produce and ingredients: Navarre game simmers near awood-burningfire,
the pork taken from prized, farm-raised Guiche pigs, and the tuna from the ocean town of & Jean de Luz. The produce
comes from the Biarritz farmers market, and is also grown directly on one of the estate’s two vegetable gardens, making it
possible to actually see the ingredients go from garden to serving dish. Gérard Margeon, the Alain Ducasse Group’s

sommelier, hasbuilt up alivelylist of regional vintagesfrom both French and Spanish vineyards.

The natural beauty of the Navarre Region has endowed the countryside with winding pathways—as many

secret areas which lend themselves perfectly to long, peaceful walks, or to discover other outdoor activities.
At the crossroads of the pilgrimage road to St. James of Compostelaand the GR 10 hiking trail, Ostapé can
also beaseriousreturn to nature. It isalso avenueworthy of afairy tale, where guests may enjoy culinary
classes, swim in the pool screened entirely in green, or go for thoroughbred horseback rides at the pottoks
stableson the estate. The River Nive, located at the foot of the estate, leads to the Atlantic whereasthe River
Baztan, closeby, flows into rich, fertile plains filled with olive groves. Thanksto arich cultural and historical heritage, the region provides
many opportunitiesfor escape. And from thehill, the Southern Navarreonly seemsastone’'sthrow away...

Ostapé is a de luxe residence, a treasure hidden away in the foothills of the Pyrenees, and an inn where hospitality and warmth turn the

holiday-maker into aprivileged guest, allowing him to feel utterly at home.
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